
 

 
 
 
Job Title: 
Genomics & Society Advisor 
 
Reporting Structure:  
Reports to the VP Communications and Societal Engagement 
 
Term:     
Maternity Leave Replacement – July 2018-August 2019 (TBC) 
 
Job Scope: 
 
The Genomics and Society Advisor will be a driving force within the organization to better understand 
the societal context for genomic research. You will work collaboratively with Genome BC staff, to 
implement activities that assist in understanding how we can efficiently and responsibly roll out 
genomics technologies to deliver social and economic benefits for BC.  This includes supporting social, 
environmental and humanities-led research on these questions as well as bringing in a wider diversity 
of voices for dialogue as research moves beyond the bench.  You will work with the research 
community to build research capacity and develop projects for national competitions. 
 
To accomplish this integrative function, the candidate must possess the requisite training and 
experience to identify challenges for the societal and sector translation, uptake, and integration of 
research results. The candidate should ideally have training in social sciences, humanities or 
environmental sciences and/or equivalent work experience (e.g. involving public policy and public 
administration, sociology, business, economics, political science, law, ethics, etc.).  
 
Duties and Responsibilities:  
 
Research 
 Continue to grow Genome BC’s network of  social science, humanities and related researchers; 

 Support the development of meaningful BC-based research capacity to further understand societal 
issues relating to the application of genomics technologies;  

 Assist sector development staff and potential Genome BC research teams in the development of 
large scale SSH-led and interdisciplinary projects, providing support to prospective social science 
and humanities researchers within these teams. 

 Synthesize information on issues surrounding the responsible and efficient roll out of genomics 
from a provincial, national and international perspective; 

 
Dialogue 

 Position Genome BC as a credible source of unbiased information for regulatory and policy decision 
makers, and the general public, providing written content for a public audience on key regional and 
national issues; 

 Work with appropriate staff to develop additional engagement opportunities to broaden the 
public’s understanding of genomics; 

  



 
 
Other Responsibilities: 
 

 Maintain close working relationships with Genome Canada and other Genome Centres;  

 Provide administrative functions and support for the Genomics & Society Board Committee.  

 Respond to emerging issues and opportunities; 

 Promote Genome BC’s Genomics & Society Program and its social science and humanities research;  
   
Candidate Profile:  
 
The Genomics and Society Advisor will have a broad spectrum of skills and a strong track record in 
working in integrated, multi-disciplinary environments and communicating with stakeholders from 
different backgrounds possessing different perspectives. The selected candidate will help Genome BC 
achieve its goal of investing in applied and translational research projects that lead to measurable 
economic & societal benefits for BC and Canada.  
 
Qualifications include: 

 Graduate degree (MSc or PhD) or applicable work experience 

 High-level understanding of genomics 

 Experience with social sciences and humanities research methodologies    

 Research and/or work experience in an interdisciplinary research or funding agency environment 

 Strong written and oral communications skills 

 Outreach and engagement experience, facilitation experience also of benefit. 
 
How to apply:  
 
Applicants should include a current CV with a cover letter indicating, anticipated start date and the 
names and contact information for at least two references. Please send application in MS Word or PDF 
via e mail to careers@genomebc.ca.   Application Deadline: May 27, 2018 
 
We thank you for your interest in Genome BC. Only those candidates short listed for interviews will be 
contacted. No phone calls please.  
 
About Genome British Columbia: 
 
Genome British Columbia leads genomics innovation on Canada’s West Coast and facilitates the 
integration of genomics into society. A recognized catalyst for government and industry, Genome BC 
invests in research, entrepreneurship and commercialization in life sciences to address challenges in 
key sectors such as health, forestry, fisheries, aquaculture, agrifood, energy, mining and environment. 
Genome BC partners with many national and international public and private funding organizations to 
drive BC’s bioeconomy.  
 
In addition to research, entrepreneurship and commercialization programs, Genome BC is committed 
to fostering an understanding and appreciation of the life sciences among teachers, students and the 
general public. www.genomebc.ca  
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