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“The staggering reduction in sequencing costs is increasing the

velocity of adoption of genomic sequencing in all sectors,

triggering unprecedented shifts in how we approach questions in

human health and beyond.”

Dr. David Charest

Sector Manager, Agrifood and Natural Resources

In his Sector Manager role David works closely
with stakeholders from the public and private
sector, listening to their challenges and
opportunities and creating linkages with
Genome BC’s academic partners to find
innovative genomic solutions.

Through conversation and networking David
connects government, sector stakeholders and
companies who are advancing policy strategies,
implementing technology solutions or
commercializing new market opportunities with
key academic researchers with genomic
expertise and know-how. Through this
connectivity, he helps project teams achieve
success through partnership and collaboration.

David works with project teams operating
across all BC's economically important sectors
to find the most appropriate funding mechanism
and co-funding partnerships. In Genome
Canada'’s Disruptive Innovation in Genomics
competition he worked closely with scientists
and engineers to successfully garner 6
innovative projects valued at $8M. For Genome
BC’s User Partnership Program David catalyzed
$3.2 in new funding for 6 agrifood project
teams.

David completed his Honours Bachelor degree
at Simon Fraser University in molecular genetics,
prior to pursuing his doctoral training in the
Faculty of Medicine at the University of British
Columbia where he focused on unraveling the
mysteries of cell communication. He continues
to broaden his skills and knowledge outside the
field of science and technology taking targeted
courses in business and management.
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